Rosalia Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 132, Rosalia, WA 99170
509 523-3112

To: Whitman County Commissioners
Re: Appeal to denial of Whitman County Economic Development
Public Facilities Project Proposal

Rosalia Chamber of Commerce and members of the Texaco station project
committee thank you for this opportunity to appeal the denial of our application for .08
monies, submitted March 29, 2003.

1 apologize if we are stepping out of line and are being premature with this appeal
or are moving away from any standard protocol, but as far as I know there have been no
previously stated guidelines or procedures made available to applicants regarding an
appeal process , other than a verbal statement to me that it is possible to appeal to the
County Commissioners directly.

As a preface to our appeal, I would like to state that our project committee was
very disappointed in the way the applicants have been dealt with once our applications
were submitted.

e There has been no individual verbal or written notification of denial of our
application. All applicants should have received written notice and explanations
of denial before the notice were made public.

e There has been no written explanation as to why we were denied. Any and all
comments have come to us through the media and general statements made to
groups at large that have no particular involvement with any one project
application. All applicants should have been sent specific reason for their denial.

e If'the denials are firm, or if there are clarifications of support that could be given,
all applicants should be given guidelines for proceeding further.

I am here today, at this time only because I have called people, asked questions and made
a concerted effort not to let the matter drop without having some questions answered.
Answering these questions will help all of us to handle this process more efficiently in
the future.

I was told that our project application was close to meeting the criteria for receipt
of .08 monies. In my phone conversation with Archie Neal, Thursday April 17 after
hearing about the denial of all eight applications, Archie stated that our application was
“fairly close” to meeting the criteria. He said that we made a good argument for the
cottage industries as a group but that is difficult to link it with “for living wage jobs”.

While we may have a difficult time proving a living wage employment for the
business intended for this building, the radiating effects of having all of the usages we
stated in our application are bound to have an economic impact on our town’s businesses
and on the county.

e Making visitor information for all of Whitman County available to travelers as
they enter Whitman county from the north, is key to the Scenic Byways plan.

e Encouraging a small business to lease the building for a minimal charge with the
understanding that they would also handle sales of locally produced and created
items effects the income of everyone sharing in the retail venture, while at the






